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TO: SECST'ATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3305' • 

SEC RET PHNOM PENH 1258 

EXDIS. - • ' " -\ 

dept: pass cincpaC* comusmacv, chmeotcj embassy'' saigon#, embassy- • 

VIENTIANE-. EMBASSY BANGKOK- 

SUBJECT* GENERALI. HAIG’S CALL ON. ACTINGS PRjMEi MINISTER 

SIR IK' MAlAK' . .. 

. _ « . •/ » ■ • • • ■ , ■ . ’ . * 1 

i# GENERAL HAIG AND I 'SPENT OVER! AN HOUR' MARCH' f 7 W I T H S I R il K ! 

MATAK in WHAT CAN BEST BE DESCRIBED AS: A HIGHLY SATISFACTORY' . 
MEETING* also PRESENT ON KHMER SI DE WEREL BR I G AD I ERi GENERALP . 

SREY SAMAN, THAPPANA NGINNj. U SAY. HO J* HANG S I N ( NEW G - 30 » . 

AND THONG VAN FAN MOEUNG (NOW A SENIOR!. ASSISTANT TO S AK1 'SUTSAKHAN* 
( GENERAL: SAK- SUTSAKHaN/ WHO' WOULD NORMALLY HAVE. BEEN!. , 

PRESENT j IS STILL INDISPOSED),. .. 

2'. POLITICAL OVERTONES OF- MEETING: WERE' ITS' MOST IMPORTANT' . 

ASPECT • PRESENCE' OF GENERALS/ ONE OF; WHOM (3REY SAMAN) HA$! : . 

BEEN DESCRIBED: IN CURRENT RUMORS AS PLOTTING' A GAIN Sf - SIR IK' 

.MATAK/ SERVED TO .UNDERLINE: THEIR SOLI CATFR5 XOVE! 

■ #•'. ■ ■ ' ■■■■'.. "... ' ■■■■'. - .., ; , 

IKPCZNQKN* VGV8DWXZGR 

FGSHIPtiROLE. RELAT IONS BETWEEN! THEM' AND; HIM GAVEi . V : : • 

EVERY EVIDENCE OF HARMONY AND EASY GIVE AND TAKE!* • . 

* ' ' , . # ' / 

3* TOWARDS END OF CONVERSATION! GENERA’LI HA lG : REFERRED! TOt RUMORS! 

OF' COUPS AND COUNTERCOUPS WHI CH!; HAVE; CAUSED GENERAL JJNEASI NESS:. . 
OBVIOUSLY PRIMED' FOR THIS QUESTION/ SI RIK MATAK SAID' HE! HAD.- JUST' 
COME FROM MEETING OF CIVILIIAN AND; MILITARY LEADERS' AT WHICH- 
RUMORS HAD BEEN OPENLY DISCUSSED AND DISMISSED AS- WITHOUT' 
FOUNDATION. HE REPORTED THAT RECENT SOUNDINGS. TAKEN BY' YOUTH 1 
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COMMISSIONER CHUUK MENG MAO' SHOW STUDENTS; SOLIDLY' BEHIND* GKR; AND; 
READY TO- DEMONSTRATE THEIR SUPPORT * HE SAID THAT HE. HAS; BEEN ' 
■ASKED: TO ADDRESS A COMMEMORATIVE: MEETING' OF NaTIONAu ASSEMBLY 
MARCH 18 1 ANNIVERSARY OF OUSTER OFI SIHANOUK) AND; WILL! DO> SO- • 

HE STATED FURTHER THAT SINCE RUMORS THAT' HE IS PLOTTING AGAINST' 
ANYONE ARE TOTALLY •'> I THOUT' FQ JNOAT i ON HE; CAN ONLY ATTRIBUTE 
THEM TO SUBVERSIVE AND PROBABLY COMMUNIST ELEMENTS'® HE . a'" 

INDICATED THAT HE IS MOVING VIGOROUSLY TO COUNTER. Th£M "AND; SAID; 
PRIVATELY TO ME AS I LEFT (ALTHOUGH I HAD NOT RAISED! TOPIC- WITH; 
;.HIM) . THAT HE WILL SHORTLY. MAKE. FURTHER-; TRIPS- ABOUT' COUNTRY' AND: 
SPECIFICALLY TO UNITS: OF CH.MER. KR0M TO; REASSURE THEM! ABOUT- HIS? 
POLICIES. 

4. on other matters sirik. matak expressed himself* as: follows* . 

A ) HE AGAIN CONFIRMED GKR INTENT' TO. HOLD: RANK FORCE; 

LEVEL -TO: CEILING OF 220*000 MEN THROUGH JUNE: i‘972;» 

■8!) HE IS REORGANIZING. MINISTRY OF - DEFENSE AND GENERAL! 

STAFF*'.- BOTH. OF. WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS':- CQNCEI VEO! IN; T IME . OF; 
PEACE.AND UNSUITABLE FOR WARTIME -OPERATIONS* 

C* HE HOPES .TO -SU3MIT'. TO US NEXT WEEK FOR. COMMENT PUA.NS: FOR' 
RESTRUCTURING FaNKv 

D) HE: EXPRESSED GRATIFICATION FOR ECONOMIC; AID' A NO' fH ' 
PARTICULAR' FOR COMPREHENSION SHOWN BY EMBASSY AND WASHINGTON! IN' 
AUTHORIZING A SECOND *10 MILLION. TRANCHE-. OF. $70 MlLtilONl ciP. 

E ) HE: SAI D HE I 3- ESTaBL I SH I MG A NEw OPERATIONAL; M ILITARY 
COMMAND, Under COLONEL SREY: MEAS TO PROVIDEI FOR' OVERaLL: SECURI TY’ 
OF MEKONG RIVER TO RVN FRONTIER. 

F ) HE OUTLINED A N£w FANK' PLAN: OF CAMPAIGN; AGAINST' 

ENEMY FORCES NORTH OF ROUTE 7 WITH: OBJECTIVE 1 OF. SECURING 
POSITIONS IN ChaMKA-R LEU PLANTATION; ON! ROUTE' 31 NORTHWEST OR 
KOMPONG CHAM. HE; SAID HE HOPES- TO EXPAND RANK' INITIATIVES IN! 
OTHER 1 AREAS TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF; ENEMY' WEAKNESSES RESULTING 
FROM ARVN OPERATIONS EAST OF MEKONG AND. NORTH' OF ROUTE 7'» . 

G ) HE REQUESTED SPECIFICALLY GEMERALi.HAIG tS . ASSISTANCE 
IN ARRANGING (f) ACCELERATED DELIVERY .OF: TWO- batteries of. 

!05»S FOR USE ON ROUTE 4 AND ALONG MEKONG * ( 2 ) DELlWERY OF' 

PATROL CRaFT-To augment MNK: SURVEILLANCE OF KOMPONG SQM! BAY AND 
OTHER COASTAL AREAS WHERE VC/NVA . MAY ATTEMPT RESUPPLY OPERATIONS’* 
AND. (E) DELIVERY OF SHOTGUNS FOP VILLAGERS WHO ARE TO PERFORM 

I n self » defense role in various parts of- country (Prek thnot - 
dam project* kompong thom- environs* tonle toch tributary east of. 

PhNOM Penh ),. ( WE’ ARE WORKING ON ALL 0F ! THESE*) . 
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5. general HAIG conveyed greetings from president, • giavei briefing 

ON SIGNIFICANT GAINS RESULTING FROM lam SON OPERATIONS in LaOS> 
AND EXPRESSED ADMIRATION FOR RESOLUTION AND COURAGE .. OF KHMERi AND' 
EXCELLENT LEADERSHIP BEING PROVIDED gy HATAK.' AND HIS' 

COLLEAGUES. HE SAID HE PARTICULARLY WISHED TO COMMEnD REALISTIC 
APPROACH TO PROBLEMS WHICH HE HAD DETECTED DURING THUS HIS: THIRD 
VISIT TO CAMBODIA. 


6 ♦•-COMMENT. GENERAL 

impressions of this 

BUSINESS-LIKE, RAP I 
TRADEMARK. PERHAPS 

through were acting 

POLITICAL RUMORS WH 
EVIDENT CONFIDENCE 
A PERSISTENT AND: DA 
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CH IS BECOMING SIRIKI MATaK’S; 

MESSAGES: WHICH: CAMEI 
3 DISMISSAL! OF DIVISIVE : 
RCULATIN3' j;N CaP.ITALI AND HIS' 
ION. SINCE RUMORS: CAN: HAVE 
THEIR OWN, I AM NONETHELESS: 
INS THEM BUT IS: PRUDENTLY' 

R 0 U N D L E S 3 N e S S ... 


NOTE BY, OCT i PHNOM PENH 1E58 NOT PASSED! ABOVE* 


I 

5§ 


# AS^ RECEIVED. CORRECTION TO FOLLOW. 


i-. 


I 


v- ■ 






NS 


NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE 


SECRET 



RIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 



